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Overview

• Background.
• Population characteristics.
• Deconstruction of disability rate estimates by

– Elements included in the disability status indicator.
– Disability rates by survey and mode.

• Conclusions and suggestions for future research.
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Terminology

• Census 2000 Supplementary Survey (C2SS) - a 
national sample of housing units administered using 
the American Community Survey (ACS) 
methodology.

• Census 2000 Sample (Census 2000) – A sample of 
approximately 1-in-6 households with data on 
detailed housing and population characteristics as 
collected on the long form. 
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Population 5 years and over living in 
housing units.

C2SSCensus 2000

15.6 % with a disability.19.2 % with a disability.

Approximately 254.6 million people.
12.1 percent - Hispanic or Latino.

11.8 percent - Black or African American, alone.
Median age was 37.
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Questionnaires
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Mailback Questionnaires
Census 2000 C2SS
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Mailback Questionnaires – Disability Items

Census 2000 C2SS
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Census 2000 Enumerator Questionnaire
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Enumerator Questionnaire – Person 1
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C2SS CATI/CAPI - Screen 1
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C2SS CATI/CAPI - Screen 2
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C2SS CATI/CAPI - Screen 3



14

Possible effects of question 
presentation

• Respondents forget the context.
• Long lead-ins include too many complicated 

elements.
• Respondents misunderstand the skip instructions.
• Enumerators/interviewers misplace the emphasis 

when asking the questions.
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Disability Rates by Survey
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Proportion of the population by mode

Census 2000
• Mail-response = 71%
• Enumerator response 

= 29%

C2SS
• Mail-response = 59%
• Interviewer response 

= 41%
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Disability Rates by Survey and Mode

Mail ResponseNon-response follow-up
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Employment Rates by Type of Disability by 
Survey and Mode (People 21-64 Years Old)

Mail ResponseNon-response follow-up
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Conclusions

• Divergent disability rates demonstrate sensitivity in 
measurement.

• Sensory, physical, mental, and self-care disability 
has similar prevalence.

• People may have misunderstood the skip 
instructions on the paper forms.

• High employment disability and employment rates 
for people with an employment disability suggest 
possible problem with Census 2000 enumerator 
interview and instrument.

• More research needed.
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Future Research

• Analysis of data available now.
– ACS sites.
– ACS 2001, 2002.

• Testing and validating of new questions optimized 
for the data collection mode.

• ACS 2003
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ACS 2003 Questionnaire
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Thank you

Sharon M. Stern
E-mail: sharon.m.stern@census .gov
Telephone: 301-763-5638
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